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ñSurely sheôll come up.ò  I had to keep reassuring myself.  
ñThey usually come up donôt they?ò  I really wasnôt sure.  
My 5 year old had just jumped off the diving board at the 

Fairview Pool for the first time by herself with no floatation device of any kind.   
She wanted me in the water to ñcatch her.ò  I had to fight every fiber of my be-
ing to actually not catch her and allow her to pop up on her own.  I knew she 
could do it; sheôd done it before with barely a touch from me.  But still, releas-
ing her to her own abilities was very hard.  ñWonôt she be scared?ò  ñHow can 
I let her just sink like a rock?ò  Well, she didnôt sink like a rock, she popped 
back up like a bobbing corké..legs kicking, eyes closed, hair all over her 
face.  Then to see her swim to the side of the pool all by herself, and to see 
her excitement; the moment quickly went from apprehension and fear of the 
unknown to excitement and joy of the accomplishment.  She had done it all by 
herself.  Just one of the many things she will begin achieving all by herself.   

 As a parent itôs painful to let go.  To let go of Addison and allow her to 
swim in deep water for even just 10 feet is stretching.  I want to protect, come 
alongside, to comfort with my presence.  But, there is a point where I have to 
release her.  She has to learn to swim without me.  Eventually, and sadly, she 
will learn to do everything without me.  She wonôt need me anymore.  Already 
after 5 or 6 jumps off the board by herself she looked down at me in the water 
and said ñDad, what are you doing there?ò  She didnôt need my help.  Still, I 
watched every jump, I couldnôt trust the high school lifeguards to watch! I had 
to watch.            Continued on P. 2 
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August 7   7pm  

MBY Discipleship 

Group  

 

August 14    7pm  

MBY Discipleship 

Group  

 

August 17  8 - 10  

Wildside Pool Party  

 

August 21  7pm  

MBY Discipleship 

Group  

 

August 23  

School Starts  

 

August 24  

All Sponsors Meet-

ing  

 

August 28  7pm  

MBY Discipleship 

Group  

 

August 31  6:30 ð8  

MBY  Wildside Kick-

off  

                                                                                                                                           

Questions? 

Contact Travis Schmidt 

Office:  227-4730,          

Cell: 744-1152, 

travis@fairviewmb.com  

òA Word from Pastor Travisó continued:  

 I need to remind myself often that I 

am Godôs child.  That He created me and 

He loves me in that same way.  I think it 

pains Him to let me go and watch me floun-

der.  But He must.  He must let me go.  I 

must be free to make my mistakes or Iôm 

not free at all.  God is right beside us want-

ing to comfort, protect and love usé..yet also having to release us.  He is in pain 

as we choose ways that lead us further away from Him.  Eventually we may all 

come to a point where we think we donôt need God.  We can do a lot in life with-

out Him.  Even when we stop looking for Him, He doesnôt stop looking for us.  We 

are all the errant sons and daughters who in the name of freedom have tried to 

do life on our own.  But just like the story Jesus told in Luke 15, the Father is al-

ways waiting to embrace us. 

Right:  Paul and 

Amanda Bartel, 

the Fairview MB 

Church planters 

of Watershed in 

Kansas City.  

They have three 

children, Mi-

cah(5), Silas(3), 

and Salem(almost 
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Food Matters 

 "I donôt believe that justice is really possible apart from hospitality. While there is certainly an ane-
mic form of hospitality that perpetuates social inequity (where the host is always the host, the guest is al-
ways the guest, and there is no doubt in anyoneôs mind who is in charge), there is also a revolutionary 
form of hospitality that can destroy the barriers that divide us.  The ultimate goal of hospitality (best typified 
by the early Christian practice of table fellowship) is tearing down the walls of division. And that, I believe, 
includes economic walls. We must, as folks who depend upon the mercy of God, realize that those of us 
who have houses donôt ñdeserveò to be sheltered any more than those who donôt have homes. That the 
divisions between homeless and housed, rich and poor, powerful and meek, do not reflect the Kingdom of 
God....Around the common table, prejudices, judgments, and inequities are to become undone. Hospitality 
provides not only an opportunity to attend to basic needs, but also a chance at destroying the very inequi-

ties that render such attention necessary." -Mark VanSteenwk 

VanSteenwyk communicates well our heart for hospitality at Watershed.  We believe that hospital-
ity precedes justice, and that radical hospitality goes beyond simply inviting people we know to our home.  
It involves ówelcoming the strangerô, and to build relationships with those who we view as ódifferentô.  We 
also believe that relationships are foundational to all change.  If we are going to be people who seek 
change in individuals, neighborhoods, and Kansas City ï that is, people who seek the redemption of our 

city ï we must first start with relationships. 

So often, relationships begin over food and drink.  Sharing meals with others facilitates relation-
ships in ways that almost nothing else does.  With that in mind, Watershed will be hosting a ñJustice 
Feastò this Sunday evening.  This free, public meal at a local park is intended to create this space for rela-
tionships to be built over (GOOD) food.  This feast is a simple meal to promote unity between all people in 

Kansas City. 

    For decades, Kansas City has been a divided city, both racially and economically. Nothing sym-
bolizes that better than the word 'Troost".  Troost is not just a street, but instead functions as an adjective 
in our city to describe the invisible wall that separates people who are different from one another.  There is 
a desire among many to change that, and to come together in unity in our city. The first step towards do-
ing that is to simply get to know each other.  We hope to take a simple step in that direction this year by 
sharing a meal with people from our city, and hopefully sit next to and have meaningful conversations with 

people who are different from ourselves.   

Our heart and dream is to create space for the barriers that divide so many in Kansas City to be 
destroyed.  And this is what we hope and pray the Justice Feast does.  Please pray for this exciting event, 

which is this Sunday, July 31, from 6-8 p.m. 

And, as always, thanks for your incredible partnership with what God is doing through Watershed 

in Kansas City!   

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ƻǊ ƛƴǝƳŀǘŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŜŀǝƴƎΦϦ /ƭŀǳŘŜ CƛǎŎƘƭŜǊ 



Fairview MB Church Å August 2011 Monthly Beacon Å  We are on the web: www.fairviewmb.com  

It’s hard to believe it is already August. 

 I’m sure we are all ready for this sum-

mer to be over and hopefully have cooler 

temperatures and rain!  We know God is 

with us and hears our prayers.  We continue 

to praise Him for who He is and what He 

has done! 

 Most of our activities in the summer 

are indoors, due to the heat.  We did go to 

Canton to eat at the Outlook and toured 

the tornado damaged areas.  But other than 

our one outing in July, we have stayed in 

where it’s cool.    Our residents have been 

taking advantage of our Indoor Walking 

Trails and exercising in the cool.   

 In the Fellowship Home, the Arthritis 

Foundation Exercise Program has reached a 

m i l e s t o n e .  

They are cel-

ebrating their 

one year an-

niversary this 

month.  I 

think they 

have some 

s u r p r i s e s 

planned for 

that.  Juanita 

Stonehocker 

started the 

class and has 

a great group 

of people at-

tending and 

bene f i t t i n g 

f rom i t .  

Congrats to this fun group! 

 The men are still meeting for coffee 

in the Conference Room on the first and 

third Monday of every month.  If you would 

like to join them for coffee or if you have a 

program you could bring, please contact Ac-

tivities in the nursing home.   

 We would like to thank all of our vol-

unteers who 

help us each 

month.  Cin-

dy Bartel has 

been helping 

us with mani-

cures, Lau-

retta Eitzen 

with our 

G e n e r a l 

Store, Mike Martens with Sunday School, Er-

na Sallaska, Joyce Martens, and Hazel Rob-

erts with playing piano, and Clay Kliewer 

with the Apt. Sunday School Class.  We also 

appreciate the Deacons for coming out 

once a month to take care of communion 

for our residents.   We know there are oth-

ers who are helping with their time and do-

nations and we appreciate all of you.  

 Thank you to our 

Board Members for the gift 

of their time and service to 

our facility.  We appreciate 

all your support of this 

ministry. 
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Prayer Requests for the 7th Abused Womenõs Conf. 2011 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Since we are getting close to the beginning of August 1st, I would like to remind you of the 
Abused Women's Conference because we need your prayers. The 7th conference will be from August 1st-
4th, 2011. Your support, prayers, encouraging words, and emails are so important to me. You are so im-
portant in the vision God has given me to organize the Annual Abused Womenõs Conference in Egypt. 

 I am writing this email to you asking for your blessing and your prayer. The closer we get to the 
conference the more prayers we need. Here are some prayer requests; I ask you to put this list in your 
prayers for the glory of God. There are 20 requests listed below, but please feel free to choose specific 
ones to pray for: 

1. We need the presence of the Holy Spiritñ to be the leader, the speaker, and the healer. 

2. No woman would go home as she cameñthey will never be the same again. 

3. All the unbelievers to be saved in Jesus name. 

4. The speakers, the counselors, the conference committee, and the leaders would be led by the 

Holy Spirit-the microphones would be anointed. 

5. Pray for the worship time, the instruments, and the electricity. 

6. Women would have good sleep and sweet dreams in the conf. 

7. Mosquitoes would lose their way away from the conf. center. 

8. The cooks, the workers, and the food would be healthy and good. 

9. Women would have new lasting friendship and harmony. 

10. Protection for all the women and the transportation back & forth 

11. Protection for all our possession even small things. 

12. The fruits that would last 

13. God would open all the barren womenõs wombs. 

14. Women would be receptive and apply what they hear in the conf. 

15. Unforgettable days- living in heaven on earth for four days. 

16. Protection for our children while we are away from them and may the Lord help those who 

would take care of them. 

17. We ask God to change our husbands and work in their hearts as He would do great things in 

us women. 

18. Go back home and live with our husbands as if we are in the honeymoon FOREVERñkeep 

our marriage healthy. 

19. The right women would come to the conf. and have a spiritual renewal. 

20. Forgiveness, love, and respect for each other when we get home and new perspective to our husbands, 
children, and in-laws. 

 In conclusion, I would like to thank you so much for your needed  prayers and the time you will 
spend before the Lord asking to destroy the the kingdom of the devil and building the Kingdom of God. 

With love and appreciation,  Lewiza Youssef, the leader of the Abused Womenõs Conference 
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 The pink crepe myrtle finally bloomed ñ 

two full months after every other tree of its kind 

in the area and just as the changing weather sig-

naled the seasonõs end. Between the rocky soil, 

too much shade and not enough water, the tree 

was doing the best it could under the circum-

stances. 

 Sound familiar? Like that tree, weõre of-

ten ò ... afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 

perplexed, but not driven to despair; persecut-

ed, but not forsaken; struck down, but not de-

stroyedó (2 Corinthians 4:8-9, NRSV). At 

times, every-thing seems to go against us. Noth-

ing comes easily. Life is a struggle. 

 But in Christ, we are not undone. We 

can persevere. We can bloom, even under the 

harshest circumstances.  

Late Bloomers  

Ultimate Comfort  

 
 ñFor each of us, the time is sure-
ly coming when we shall have nothing 
but God. Health and wealth and 
friends and hiding places will all be 
swept away. é To the man of pseudo 
faith, that is a terrifying thought, but 
to real faith, it is one of the most com-
forting thoughts the heart can enter-
tain.ò 
ðA.W. Tozer 

Peopleôs stories about learning to 

swim often sound like this: ñMy dad 

tossed me into the water. I didnôt have 

a choice ð I flailed around until I 

found myself swimming!ò 

 But an elderly Christian tells a 

variation of this story: ñWanting to 

teach me to swim, my father threw me 

off the dock into the lake. I sank.ò But 

then he goes on: ñSo my father 

jumped in with me.ò  

 The storytellerôs wisdom shines 

in his application: ñGod doesnôt toss 

us into life and leave us alone to sink 

or swim. By sending Jesus, God 

jumped right in with us to save us 

from death, hold us protectively and 

help us navigate life.ò 
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 
1. Tina Leslie 

 Brian Gosney 

2. Jayson Bartel 

                Isaiah Burris 

3. Kelsey Crawford 

 Wilbur Reimer 

5. Molli McKee 

                Lori Henry 

 Justin Hurst 

7. Lauretta Eitzen 

                Lindsey Cooper 

8. Sdikbek Kazbekov 

 Marshalene Wimer 

11. Jared Boehs 

 Kale Neufeld 

 Keeton Neufeld 

12. Darren Wichert 

13. Brian Wahl 

14. Matt Bartel 

 Dawnette Bell 

15.  Elijah McConkey 

 Elli Nauman 

16.           Michelle Ewald 

                Ella Hurst 

17. Lavada Koehn 

18. Irv Ogden 

 Geneva Flaming 

 Shaylee Cushenbery 

19. Caleb Neufeld 

20. Heather Hamen 

21. Dianna Just 

                Danya Nickel 

22. John Suderman 

 Jewell Becker 

 Harold Wahl 

27.  Kaleah Spencer 

 Gracie Fast 

 Dalton Day 

 Pam Voth 

 Pam Fast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28.  Micco Spencer 

 Logan Nightengale 

 Elaine Flaming 

 Jeremy Miller 

29.  Dennis Kusch 

30.  Alethea Bryant 

 Jenni Snesrud 

 Norman Wichert 

 Kory Reimer 

31.  Cindy Bartel 

 Marcia Shewey 

 Jim Warkentin 

AUGUST  

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1.  Mr./Mrs. Ron Voth 

     Mr./Mrs. Brook Strader 

     Mr./Mrs. Arlie Wichert 

2.  Mr./Mrs. Andrew Whiteneck 

3.  Mr./Mrs. Danny Ewbank 

     Mr./Mrs. Norman Wichert 

 

4.  Mr./Mrs. Keith Whiteneck 

5.  Mr./Mrs. Daniel Koehn 

6.  Mr./Mrs. Vernon Fast 

     Mr./Mrs. Shane Cooper 

7.  Mr./Mrs. Keith Neufeld 

8.  Mr./Mrs. Tyler Webb 

     Mr./Mrs. Charles Burlison 

9.  Mr./Mrs. David Higbee 

10. Mr./Mrs Gregg Burlison 

      Mr./Mrs. Aaron Schaub 

11. Mr./Mrs. Melvin Cornelsen 

     Mr./Mrs. Frank Huebert, Jr. 

      Mr./Mrs. Jess Davis 

12. Mr./Mrs. Robert Eitzen 

      Mr./Mrs. Dennis Flaming 

      Mr./Mrs. Scott Church 

13. Mr./Mrs. Steve Kemp 

14. Mr./Mrs. Justin Hurst 

16. Mr./Mrs. Troy Hubbard 

      Mr./Mrs. Sammy Albarran 

18. Mr./Mrs. Don Dick 

20. Mr./Mrs. Brian Gosney 

23. Mr./Mrs. Terry Ratzlaff 

25. Mr./Mrs. Terry Murphy 

26. Mr./Mrs. Walt Bartel 
28. Mr./Mrs. Jim Warkentin 
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SUMMER SUNDAY 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE  

There will be no Sunday 

School on August 7 and 14.  

 

Regular schedule will       

resume Sunday,  August 21.  

 

SCHOOL KITS 

School kits are MCC's most-requested item. Notebooks and pencils be-
come treasures to families who struggle to afford basic school sup-
plies. School kits are also given to refugee and displaced children, 
helping students and teachers add some normalcy to disrupted lives. 

They are frequently requested after natural disasters. MCC sends school kits 
to places including Iraq, Nicaragua, North Korea and to poorly funded schools in Can-

ada and the United States. 

The Board of Fellowship and Outreach is sponsoring the MCC School Kit project again this 
year.  Last year we assembled 100 kits and our goal is 200 kits this year.  We are planning a 
door offering for August 14th to help pay for the items that go into these school kits.  

We would really appreciate your helping us with this project. 

¶ 4 spiral or perforated notebooks (about 21.5cm x 27cm / 8.5in x 10.5in and 70 sheets 
U.S. / 140 pages in Canada, see below for more info) 

¶ 4 unsharpened pencils 

¶ 1 ruler (flat, flexible plastic; indicating both 30cm and 12in) 

¶ 12 colored pencils (in packaging) 

¶ 1 large pencil eraser 

 
These items are placed in a useful double drawstring cloth bag.  Estimated cost per bag is 

Speakers for  

August  
Aug.  7   The Cavenaughs                 
(AWANA Missionaries)  

Aug. 14   Troy & Darla Hub-

bard (Hope Bowers will be 

sharing too)  

Aug. 21   Paul Bartel  

Aug. 28   Bruce Ewing  

Watch  th
e bulletin for de-
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§ 
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http://www.mcc.org/kits/school#notebook#notebook


 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

 1 

 
Music Board 
Meeting 7pm 

2 

 
Womenôs Prayer 
Group 9:30 am 

3 
 

SDC Pastors Get-
Together 

Norman, OK 

4 
 

SDC Pastors Get-
Together 

Norman, OK 

5 
OBA Centennial   

5thð7th 

SDC Convention 

Norman, OK 

6 
OBA Centennial 

David Koehn Ben-
efit 

SDC Convention 

7 
No Sunday School 

James Cavenaughs 

Shower for Vanessa 
Burr  

Deacon Mtg 7 pm 

MBY Discipleship  

8 

 
Fellowship & Out-

reach 7pm 

9 

 
Womenôs Prayer 
Group 9:30 am 

10 11 12 13 

14 
No SS;  Troy/Darla 

Hubbard; Hope 
Bowers 

MBY Discipleship 

Trustees; Small Grp 

15 
 

FFH Communion   

Christian Ed Mtg   

16 

 
Womenôs Prayer 
Group 9:30 am 

17 
 

 

Wildside Pool 
Party 8-10pm 

18 19 20 

21 
SS Promotion 

Paul Bartel 

MBY Discipleship 

22 

 
Elder Mtg  

23 
School 
Starts  

Womenôs Prayer 
Group 9:30 am 

24 
 

AWANA all -
teachers meeting 
6:30 Dining Hall  

25 26 27 

28 
Bruce Ewing 

Small Groups 

MBY Discipleship 

29 30 

 
Womenôs Prayer 
Group 9:30 am 

31 
MBY Kickoff  

Wildside Kick-
off 

AWANA Starts 

   




