
the seed was good, but the 

seed itself was annoying.  

Seriously, this is one of the 

fruits they brought back to 

show how great the land of 

Canaan was?  This was maybe 

the forbidden fruit that was 

just too tempting to bear?  

Iõm not even tempted to buy 

another one!  Still there must 

be something special about 

the seeded apple, I just donõt 

get it.   

Maybe thatõs how you feel 

about your life right now.  

You read the Bible, youõre 

challenged by it, and you want 

to change your life because of 

it.  But, when it comes down 

to reality your expectations 

arenõt met.  In your mind 

things played out a lot differ-

ently.  You know thereõs 

something special out there 

for you, some plan that God 

has, but you donõt get it.  

Other people seem to get it, 

but you donõt.  Iõm with you.  

Iõve felt the same thing.  I 

donõt have an answer.  I will 

only tell you that when I real-

ize that my dreams, my goals, 

and my expectations arenõt 

being meté..Iõve just said a 

lot about my desires and 

nothing about Godõs.   

interesting experience.  The 

name derives from the Latin 

and literally means òseeded 

apple.ó  I looked up interest-

ing facts about the seeded 

apple and read instructions 

on how to cut and eat it.  If 

you donõt know, the only 

parts of the pomegranate that 

are considered good to eat 

are the seeds.  Theyõre 

crunchy and are surrounded 

by a liquid 

filled sac.  

The liquid 

in the sac is 

tasty and 

the seed is 

bland.  It 

also will 

stain about any-

thing it squirts 

onto.  Just last night we cut 

the pomegranate up, soaked 

it in water, and separated the 

seeds from the rest.  I 

spooned some seeds into 3 

bowls and we sat at the table 

and ate.  Addison had 4 

bowls of the seeds, she loved 

them.  Mackenna had several 

bowls as well and kept saying 

òI like dat too Add-i-son.ó  I 

was less enthusiastic, and Lisa 

took just one bite and was 

done.  I had higher expecta-

tions.  The juicy sac around 
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A Tempting Fruit?  

Itõs one of the fruits that the 

spies of Israel brought back 

to Moses to show how good 

the land was.  It was part of 

the decoration of the hem of 

the robe for the priests who 

served in Godõs temple.  Its 

form was part of the decora-

tion of Solomonõs palace in 

Jerusalem.  Itõs used as a met-

aphor in the Song of Solomon 

to describe the beauty of a 

woman.  Some scholars 

believe that it was the for-

bidden fruit in the Garden 

of Eden that Adam and Eve 

ate.  The earliest depiction 

of Jesus that has been found 

(a 4th century floor mosaic) 

shows the figure believed 

to be Jesus flanked on ei-

ther side by this fruit.  Itõs 

been used to describe the 

fullness of the suffering and 

salvation of Jesus.  Itõs this 

very fruit that sat on my 

counter just last night.  What 

is this fruit that is so tied to 

the Bible and so rich with 

meaningé..the mighty pome-

granate.  

I had never eaten a pome-

granate before so I bought 

one a week ago when we 

were in Enid.  I thought it 

would be fun to eat it with 

my kids and give them an 

.ȅ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ {ŎƘƳƛŘǘ 

ΦΦΦǘƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ  
ǇƻƳŜƎǊŀƴŀǘŜ 
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Things are changing.  

Life does not have to 

end at the age of 75.  

We sometimes think it 

does, but God isnõt fin-

ished with us until the 

day we go to heaven.  

We have always been 

a Christian organiza-

tion and have given 

loving care to our resi-

dents, but recently we 

have been finding 

more and more ways 

for our residents to 

practice giving and 

serving even in the lat-

er years of their lives. 

We have established a 

prayer group in the 

Apartments and the 

Fellowship Home.  It is 

such a blessing to have 

prayer with our peo-

ple.  They have a long 

prayer list ð your 

name could possibly be 

on the list.  They are 

praying for friends, 

church members, 

churches, missionaries, 

our country, our em-

ployees, and the list 

keeps going.   

 

We are also working 

on simple quilts and 

blankets for children 

who do not have any-

thing to cover up with 

when they are cold.  

We are sending these 

quilts to whoever 

needs them.  Most re-

cently we have sent a 

large batch of quilts to 

Oklahoma City to an 

organization that is 

trying to get quilts to 

the children.  They 

told us if the quilts are 

large, the parents use 

them and the children 

have nothing.  We are 

making them out of 

anything we can find- 

fleece, cotton, and 

double knit.  We just 

need more workers.  If 

you have any small 

quilts you would like 

to donate, please let 

us know.  You can also 

make a very simple 

fleece blanket out of 

one of the cheaper 

fleece blankets at the 

variety stores.  Just cut 

in half and sew the 

two pieces together or 

fringe and tie them.  

 

We are so thankful for 

the Home and Apart-

ments.  We see Godõs 

hand at work every 

day.  It is such a bless-

ing to be a part of this 

ministry.  We are 

thankful for the Chris-

tian guidance of our 

Administrator and 

Board of Directors.  

Their work is not in 

vain.  The fruits of the 

ministry are very evi-

dent.  Please keep us 

in your prayers as we 

continue this im-

portant work. 

May God bless you all 

and have a Happy New 

Year! 

Donõt forget 

our Menõs 

Coffee Groups!  

In the 

Fellowship 

Home it is on 

the 1st and 3rd  

Monday of 

every month at 

1:00.  In the 

Apartments it 

is at 10:00 on 

Wednesday 

and Friday 

morning. 

.ȅ [ŀŘƻƴƴŀ tŜƳōǊƻƻƪ 
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òTo catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.ó 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic.  

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

Inside Story Headline 

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your 

newsletter as a promotional 

tool is that you can reuse con-

tent from other marketing 

materials, such as press releas-

es, market studies, and re-

ports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 

to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful news-

letter is making it useful to 

your readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar 

of upcoming events or a spe-

cial offer that promotes a new 

product. 

You can also research articles 

or find òfilleró articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Mi-

crosoft Publisher offers a sim-

ple way to convert your news-

letter to a Web publication. 

So, when youõre finished writ-

ing your newsletter, convert it 

to a Web site and post it. 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of adding 

content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture sup-

ports or enhances the message 

youõre trying to convey. Avoid 

selecting images that appear to 

article. Be sure to place the 

caption of the image near the 

image. 

If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an edi-

torial. You can also profile new 

employees or top customers 

or vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that ap-

pears in newsletters is virtually 

endless. You can include sto-

ries that focus on current 

technologies or innovations in 

your field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, 

or make predictions for your 

customers or clients. 

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  

òThe joy of seeing 

the Holy Spirit 

work in our lives 

and watching 

God answer our 

prayers has been 

such a blessing  

and caused us to 

trust God even 

more.ó 

Don Martens with 

Charley Burlison  

those was with Tom 

Claus of the Christian 

Hope Indian Eskimo Fel-

lowship in Phoenix.  I 

also worked in Steward-

ship Ministries with the 

General Conference and 

Mennonite Brethren 

Foundation for twenty 

five years.  Today I work 

together with my grand-

children, Travis and Beth 

Pembrook on the farm 

where we have a herd of 

registered angus cattle. 

 

In my leisure time, which 

isnõt much, I enjoy being 

out at the farm, or at our 

òhouse by the lakeó,  at 

the foot of the gloss 

mountains spending time 

in nature and fishing 

some.  I love the scenery 

of the red hills and the 

gloss mountains speckled 

with cedars and mes-

quites.  The stillness and 

quietness is very special 

to experience along with 

watching the wild ani-

mals. 

 

An interesting thing that 

happened in my life was, 

in 1980 I was honored 

with the Oklahoma Small 

Business Person of the 

year award.  This was a 

great honor presented at 

a community banquet 

here in Fairview.  The 

award was presented by 

then Governor Gorge 

Nigh.  Receiving that 

award made me eligible 

for the National Small 

Business Person award.  

Joyce and I traveled to 

Washington DC where 

we met on the White 

House lawn with Presi-

dent Jimmy Carter.  A 

man from Houston and I 

were in the running.  

President Carter gave 

the award to the other 

man but needless to say 

this was an experience of 

a lifetime. 

 

My experience of being 

called and serving as an 

Elder is unprecedented.  

Nothing in my previous 

experiences in life com-

pare with this. Through 

the close relationship 

developed with the oth-

er Elders and through 

study of the Word and 

prayer with these men, 

my relationship with 

God the Father has tak-

en on new meaning and 

understanding.  The joy 

of seeing the Holy Spirit 

work in our lives and 

watching God answer 

our prayers has been 

such a blessing  and 

caused us to trust God 

even more.  It is hum-

bling but also a blessing 

to be able to serve the 

Church in this servant 

position.  It is my prayer 

that I may òReflect 

Christó in all I do and 

serve òto the praise of 

His gloryó as described 

in Ephesians chapters 1-3. 
 

(Don is one of five elders 

at Fairview MB.)  

I went to grade 

school at Golden 

Valley, two miles 

west of the sale barn.  

I attended the North 

Fairview M.B. 

Church and accepted 

Christ as my Saviour 

at the age of twelve.  

I was baptized in a 

sandpit east of Ori-

enta by my grandfa-

ther, J.J. Martens who 

was our pastor.  I attend-

ed two years of high 

school in Fairview and 

then graduated from 

Corn Bible Academy.  I 

then attended three 

years at Grace Bible In-

stitute in Omaha, Ne-

braska, now known as 

Grace University. 

 

After school at Grace, I 

returned to Fairview and 

worked for Bartel Bros. 

Welding which shortly 

turned into Donõs Weld-

ing and then forming a 

partnership with my 

brother-in-law Walter 

Bartel which turned into 

Waldon Inc.   Waldon 

became a successful 

company largely  

due to hard work 

and with the help of 

a wonderful  out-

standing group of 

employees.  We 

eventually sold the 

company and after 

that I did a lot of 

voluntary work 

especially with Christian 

organizations.  One of 

.ȅ 5ƻƴ aŀǊǘŜƴǎ 

In Our Elderõs Corner 

Elder Don and Joyce 

Martens  
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M O N T H

òThe Lord has 

great things in 

store for us as 

Christians and for 

our church. I am 

thankful we are 

on His team and 

that He will direct 

us in the days 

ahead.ó 

In Our Elderõs Corner 
some night classes at the 

University of Nebraska at 

Omaha 

     I am thankful for godly 

grandparents and parents 

who took me to church 

Sunday morning, Sunday 

evening and on Wednes-

day nights. We had an 

active youth group and 

some young pastors that 

cared about us. In the 

summer our church had a 

softball team on which I 

enjoyed playing.  Our 

youth leader was a great 

pitcher so we won lots of 

games. I am so grateful 

for the Christian training I 

had as a child and for the 

teachers that put up with 

me. 

      One highlight of my 

life was being able to 

work on building the 

church building we are 

presently in. I got to see 

it go up from the piers 

that were poured for the 

beams, to helping put on 

trim and soundboard in 

the sanctuary and halls. 

There were many hours 

of work done by the peo-

ple in church to make the 

building we have now, a 

great place to worship 

and fellowship. 

     When we as a church 

started to talk about 

switching to the elder 

leadership I thought,  

òwell that sound good 

and I will do what I can to 

support those that are 

eldersó.  Never in my 

wildest dreams did I ever 

think the Lord and the 

church would call me to 

be an elder.  I will quote a 

paragraph from a book I 

read on Servanthood.  

òNo theological training 

or leadership course will 

automatically confer spir-

itual leadership or qualify 

one for an effective minis-

try. Jesus said to his disci-

ples, òyou did not choose 

Me, but I chose you and 

appointed youó  John 

15:16. To be able to af-

firm that I am not here by 

selection of a man or 

election of a group, but 

by the sovereign appoint-

ment of God gives great 

confidence to the Chris-

tian worker.ó  

     Wow, that paragraph 

is humbling and yet a con-

fidence builder. We are 

all here to serve the Lord 

together, and I pray that I 

will do it to the best of 

my ability and only with 

the Lordõs help. The Lord 

has great things in store 

for us as Christians and 

for our church. I am 

thankful we are on His 

team and that He will 

direct us in the days 

ahead. 

 

(Slim is one of five elders 

at Fairview MB.)  

Reuben òSlimó Ulrich 

  

      Lucy and I moved 

from Omaha, Nebraska 

to Oklahoma in 1976. 

Earlier I served in the 

Navy Seabees, then 

worked for J.C.Penney 

before we moved here 

     The farm has been a 

great place for our chil-

dren to grow up, to learn 

to work, to be bored 

sometimes and to learn 

to appreciate family.  The 

joys of farming are seeing 

the rewards of your la-

bor, seeing animals born 

and grow and being able 

to watch sun rises and 

sunsets.  In farming our 

livelihood is dependent 

upon the Lord providing 

the rain and the sunshine.  

I am thankful to know 

that I am not in control of 

that, but I must leave it in 

His hands.  Farming has 

its heartbreaks and chal-

lenges but the Lord has 

been good to us.   

      I grew up and went 

to a one-room school in 

Nebraska. I attended high 

school in Winside,  Ne-

braska.  Both schools 

were torn down the year 

I left.  I believe it was 

called progress or some-

thing like that.  After high 

school I went to Jr. Col-

lege and later after my 

military service, took 

9ƭŘŜǊ {ƭƛƳ ŀƴŘ [ǳŎȅ ¦ƭǊƛŎƘ 
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òI trust that God 

might use both of 

us to make a 

difference for Him 

on this journey.ó 

 

A delicious spaghetti 

dinner is being 

plannedñproceeds to 

Team Uganda 2012. 

Megan Souter Talks TREK. 

Fight the Good Fight 

Fairview MB Mission Trip to Uganda 
     Fairview MB is sending 

another group to Uganda 

to minister at Next Gener-

ation Ministries with Paul 

and Pam Hunter.  

(www.nextgenerationmin.c

om) 

     The team will leave Feb-

ruary 27, 2012 and return 

March 16.   

     Fundraising will include 

a spaghetti meal on January 

15 at the Fairview MB 

Church dining hall after the 

morning service.  Also they 

are selling tickets to raffle 

off 3 iPad 2s. 

     Projects could include 

building desks for Fountain 

of Hope school, buying 

school supplies for teach-

ers,  a water well project 

and a possibility of painting.   

     Team members are:  

Ashlee Bohnet, Melvena 

Ewald, Justin and Jodi 

with the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. This call to live 
and share the gospel could 

cost them their lives. 
Their prayer? To be able 

to hold a real Bible, re-
ceive baptism and attend a 

church with other Believ-
ers in Jesus. 
 

From Samir and 

Lewiza in North 
Africa:  òOne of 

the young leaders 
who has respond-

ed to our Oasis 
TV programs lives 

in Mecca. They are 
now reaching out 
to their friends 

ôThe night is nearly over; 

the day is almost here. So 
let us put aside the deeds 

of darkness and put on 
the armor of 

light.õ (Rom. 
13:12)  Itõs time 

to wake up and 
fight the good 
fight!ó 

ence is complete, I will re-

turn to Abbotsford for a 

two-week debrief period.  

I would like to ask you to 

become a partner with me 

on this journey both in 

prayer support and financial 

support.  I am required to 

raise my entire support of 

$8,600 before I leave on 

assignment.  I ask that you 

pray for me as I prepare to 

go, especially pray for pro-

tection from Satanõs at-

tacks. 

I trust that God might use 

both of us 

to make a 

difference 

for Him on 

this journey. 

TREK is a 6- or 10-month 

journey of cross-cultural 

mission, where participants 

are paired with internation-

al church planters to learn 

by example what it means 

to be servant missionaries.  

I will train for two months 

in Abbotsford, BC before I 

am sent out on assignment.  

When my in-field experi-

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  

We are 

fighting not  

just for our-

selves, 

but for 

what could 

be if we 

were to 

walk with 

God in the 

power of 

His Spirit! 

Hurst, Don Neufeld, Leon 

Neufeld, Gary and Shari 

Rowe, and Debbie White-

neck. 

Tickets are 1/$20 or 2/$30 

Megan with her 

mom, Robin Souter 
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òMy 

name is 

Nidtaya  

Sangsin 

and my  

nickname 

is Nim. I 

am from 

Huay Ian village. I was born  

on October 4, 1997.ó 

Bob and Chris Davisõs 

recent newsletter profiled one 

of their 40 students at the 

Khmu student center where 

they are missionaries in Thai-

land.  Reading this 14-year-old 

girlõs testimony, you realize 

people all over the world have 

similar challenges that we face 

in the USA.  It is also a story of 

victory and thanksgiving as she 

ends with, òI thank God for the 

educational opportunities and 

for the new friendships I have, 

and I thank God for those who 

care for us here at the Center. 

Finally I thank God for His great 

love!ó ----Nim 

Bob and Chris ask for 

prayer that God will raise up 

people to partner with them to 

train future leaders.  You can 

find out how to help cover ex-

penses at the student center by 

looking at the MB Mission web-

site and look under òThailand 

Projectsó.  If you would like 

their latest newsletter, email 

the office at: fairviewmb@  

fairviewmb.com                 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ¦ǎ                       
²ŜōΥ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦƳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦƻǊƎ  
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ōƻōŀƴŘŎƘǊƛǎŘŀǾƛǎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
tƘƻƴŜΥ сс утфорлнол                           
hǳǊ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  мрт aǳǳ млΣ /ƘƛŀƴƎ 
YƘƻƴƎΣ /ƘƛŀƴƎ wŀƛΣ ¢ƘŀƛƭŀƴŘ  ртмпл 

pray that we will have wisdom 

and grace as we speak with 

others and with one another, 

and that we will be united in 

love as we work through mak-

ing decisions together.ó 

 

Thank you for praying for Han-

nah Curby in Verona, Italy.   

Hannah Curby is in Italy with a 

team, planting a church in Vero-

na.  In a recent newsletter, 

Hannah said,  òPlease pray for 

us as a team, as we celebrate 

Christmas away from families at 

home.  Pray that God will give 

us opportunities to proclaim 

His love and that we will be 

obedient in using them.  Please 

into the community! 

Now a new cell church has started 

in a nearby city and many new be-

lievers are coming to the Bethel 

church. Pray for strength and wis-

dom for the ministry team that is 

following up with these new believ-

ers. Pray that the power of Jesus 

will continue to be revealed to 

these migrant workers and that 

they will have a strong desire to 

know Him more and grow in their 

faith. 

Sandra is serving at the Bethel 

Church in Chachoengsao. She is 

involved in home cell groups, host-

ing and transporting many people, 

leading a kid's ministry, and visiting 

people in their homes. Sandra's 

ministry also includes serving at the 

Hope Center, where English clas-

ses, youth group meetings, music 

lessons, and dancing classes are 

used to bring God's light and truth 

Sandra Fender Returns to Thailand 

Please Pray 

Hannah Curby (front right) and 

team in Verona Italy. 

ò...I thank God 

for those who 

care for us here 

at the Center. 

Finally, I thank 

God for His 

great love!ó  

Bob and 

Chris Davis 

with San-

dra Fender 

and Japa-

nese Team 
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Lord Jesus, 

we lay before 

you the gift 

of our hearts. 

Bless them to 

your service. 

January Calendar  

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  

 

 

 ~ January 2012 ~   

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

1  
New 
Yearôs 

Day 
 

NO Discipleship 
Groups  

2  
Office closed  

3  
Music Committee 
7p 

WMS 9a 
Womenôs 

Prayer 

Group 

9:30a  

4  
AWANA/Midwk  
 
NO Womenôs 
Bible Study  

5  
 

6  7  
 

8  
Trustees 7 p  
 
Deacons 
@noon  

9  MOPS 
Fellowship 
and 
Outreach 7 
p 

10  
Womenôs 
Prayer 
Group 9:30a  

11  
AWANA/Midwk  
 
Womenôs 
Bible Study 
starts  

12  
Womenôs 
Bible Study 
starts  

13  
 

Wildside 

Tailgate 

Party 3:30 

14  
 

15 Uganda 
spaghetti 
fundraiser  
Mandy Heister Blocker 
bridal shower 
Business Mtg  
 

16  
MLK 
birthday  
 
Christian Ed 
Mtg 7p  

17 WMS 9a 
Womenôs 
Prayer 
Group 9:30a  

18 

AWANA/Midwk  

 
Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity     
18th -25th  

19  
Womenôs 
Bible Study  

20  
 

21  
 

22  
 

23  
Ladies Night 
Out 7p  
 
Elder Mtg 7p  

24  
Womenôs 
Prayer 
Group 9:30a  

25 

AWANA/ Midwk 
activities  
 
Mikeschair 
Concert 6:30 
MBY Bldg  
 

26  
Womenôs 
Bible Study  

27  
 

28  
 

29  
 

30  
 

31  
Womenôs 
Prayer 
Group 9:30a  

Notes:  

  Without Fail  
 

     I was once young and now I am old, but not once have I been witness to Godõs 

failure to supply my need when first I had given for the furtherance of his work. He 

has never failed in his promise, so I cannot fail in my service to him. ñWilliam Carey 
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* Wildside Discipleship 

Group each Sunday 

evening (except the 1st) 

at 7 in the MBY Building. 

* MBY Discipleship Group 

each Sunday evening 

(except the 1st) at 7 at 

Pastor Travis and Lisaõs 

* MBY & Wildside each 

Wednesday evening at 

6:30 

* Wildside Tailgate Par-

ty January 13th, 3:30, at 

Schmidts. 

 

* Mikeschair Concert Jan-

uary 25 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Å Gavel ñ Instead of 

judging others, pray for them, help 

them and team with them. (See 

Luke 6:37-38.) 

 

 Å Life vest ñ Donõt be 

overly cautious spiritually. Peter 

experienced Jesus in a real way 

because he  

   dared to step out of the 

boat. (See Matthew 14:22-33.) 

 

 Å Garage-door opener ñ 

We think weõre networked but 

often isolate ourselves from our 

neighbors. God intended for us to 

live in community with one anoth-

er. (See Hebrews 10:23-25.) 

 

 Å Handcuffs ñ Donõt 

offer excuses about why you canõt 

help out. God can do amazing 

things through  

   ñ and despite ñ us. 

Just follow him, with no excuses. 

(See Mark 6:35-44.) 

ñGregg McCaslin 

 Å Self-help books ñ 

Trust in God first; donõt turn to 

him as a last resort. (See Proverbs 

3:5-6.) 

 

 Å Tape measure ñ Con-

sider only Godõs standards; donõt 

compare yourself to other people.  

  (See Luke 18:9-14.) 

 

 Å Rearview mirror ñ 

Donõt live in the past. Youõll miss 

out on what God is doing in your 

life now.  

  (See Philippians 3:12-14.) 

What Not to Take Into the New Year 

People are 

singing in the 

streets 

singing a 

timeless melody 

of how love 

came down, the 

lost were found, 

hear the sound 

of Christmas, 

come celebrate 

the King  ~ 

Mikeschair, 

Redemption 

Song 
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òThe place God 

calls you to is 

the place where 

your deep 

gladness and the 

worldõs deep 

hunger meet.ó  

ñFrederick 

Buechner 

January Anniversaries 

January Birthdays 
2. Chris DeAngelis 

3. Walt Bartel 

 Ian Unruh 

 Kara Regier 

4. Ivan Dowers 

5. Daniel Eitzen 

 Lisa Eitzen 

 Ron Voth 

 Ken Schmidt 

 Jodi Hurst 

6. Evelyn McLain 

7. Hunter Wimer 

 Carl Johnson 

 Emilie Kemp 

 Waynetta Burlison 

8. Daryl Wichert 

 Lois Enomoto 

9. Naomi Eitzen 

10. Hazel Roberts 

12. Tammy Kliewer 

 Mary Lou Wiens 

 Abbey Wahl 

13. Court Smith 

 Judy Bartel 

14. Kris Gosney 

15. Kenny Thomsen 

 Zack Ramay 

16. Ruby Schmidt 

 Roger Eitzen 

17. Chasity Shelley 

18. Taela Hubbard 

 Jim Fast 

 Elizabeth Wichert 

19. Travis Pembrook 

 Reed Martens 

 Grant Bell 

 Micah Regier 

 Kara Eitzen 

20. Keith Neufeld 

 Barrett Karber 

20. Leonard Vogt 

21. Brandi Sharp 

 Reggy Nickel 

22. McKenzee Frech 

 Jana Dietz  

24. Bruce Boehs 

 Samuel Miller 

26. Brenda Bartel 

 Mariah Burris 

 Donna Brown 

 Mika Webb 

 Matthew Bartel 

27. Catherine Kliewer 

 Scott Niles 

 Cal Heer 

 Terry Murphy 

28. Mark Martens 

29. Paul Faulk 

31. John Wohlgemuth 

8. Mr./Mrs. Jason Ewing 

14. Mr./Mrs. Milton Wallace 

21. Mr./Mrs. John Gosney 

22. Mr./Mrs. Ron Nickel  

31. Mr./Mrs. Nicholas Kusch 

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  



A New Yearõs Blessing 
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 May God make your year a happy one!  

 Not by shielding you from all sorrow  and pain,  

 But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;  

 Not by making your path easy,  

 But by making you sturdy to travel any path;  

 Not by taking hardships from you,  

 But by taking fear from your heart;  

 Not by granting you unbroken  sunshine,  

 But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;  

 Not by making your life always pleasant,  

 But by showing you when people and their causes need you most,  

 and by making you anxious to be there to help.  

 Godõs love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 

ñAuthor unknown  

The word epiphany means to 

show forth. Epiphanies, both 

large and small, tend to be pri-

vate events ñ yet events with 

great significance for the public. 

Trying to share the details with 

another of an epiphany is 

fraught with complications. The 

stand? The irony is that 

epiphanies are made for 

sharing, even as they are 

impossible to    com-

municate fully. 

ñFather Thomas Rosica 

(zenit.org) 

burst forth òwith the sunõs loveó 

into springtime flowers. 

 When youõre in the cold 

depths of despair, grief, illness or 

other struggles, remember the 

deeply buried seed. Beyond your 

view, Godõs love is already tend-

ing that seed, readying it to blos-

som into healing, new friendship, 

joy and life. 

 A song called òThe 

Roseó (written by Amanda 

McBroom and made popular by 

Bette Midler) encourages listen-

ers to keep the faith, even when 

the source of our hope isnõt visi-

ble. 

 In the depths of winter, 

we especially need the reminder 

that beneath mounds of snow lie 

seeds already being prepared to 

Waiting to Blossom 

Epiphanies 
words are never quite right, 

and even the most sympathetic 

listener cannot fully bridge the 

gap between description and 

what is was like being there. 

Most of us keep our personal 

experiences of the Holy to our-

selves. Who would believe it? 

And who would really under-

òI love all 

beginnings, 

despite their 

anxiousness 

and their 

uncertainty.ó 

ñRainer 

Maria 

Rilke 


