I imagine we have all experienced this one way or another. Been in line
and had another person cut in front of us or maybe we in front of someone else. It
might happen at the store, or on the freeway. | think the worst may be while waiting
in a long line to get out of a packed parking lot after a ball game. It is late, and | just
want to get onto the freeway for the 2.5 hour drive home. At the rate we are going,
it will be 1:30 am before we get home. We managed to get out of our parking spot
into the first line of cars. | just stuck the nose of the car in front of another. Now we
inch our way along, hoping someone will be kind enough to let us in. Otherwise we
will have to sit and wait until someone forgets to move up and we can quickly stick
the front of our vehicle in before they move up... oh my... did you see that! That
guy just stuck the front of his beat up old ram pickup in front of me... | should have been paying attention,
it wouldn’t have mattered, it is so beat up, he would not have cared if | creamed him anyway! Oh, that is
so disgusting. Smart though, bring the old beater so it doesn’t matter if someone bumps into us.

I think most of us have been there and done that. We can also recall the grateful driver who
waves in appreciation when we slowed down to give them room to squeeze in our lane so they can make
the next exit. Even though they don’t look back, their hand goes up and give a courtesy wave, all the
while keeping a close eye on the traffic.

What does this all mean? Good question. Sometimes “we need to learn to see ourselves
through other people eyes to see ourselves as we really are.” (1)It is so easy to get caught up in what is
going on “right now” right now, all the time, that we miss who we are or what is really going on in us... in
me. Life becomes a rat race... hurry up and get home, so | can hurry and eat, so | can hurry up and get
my evening work done, so | can hurry up and sit in my recliner so | can hurry up and surf between shows
so | don't miss anything. You know, | can’t miss anything now... awe, | missed it! And then | look at the
clock and IT IS 10:30 and | need to be up by 5:30 so | can make it to men’s group in the morning.
WHERE HAS THIS DAY GONE?

When do | slow down, when do | stop? You might ask... “for what?” Just to get in touch with real-
ity, with life, with myself, with my wife, with the Lord. | admire the person who can take a leisurely walk in
the morning or evening, not get rushed by their own expectations to achieve, accomplish and always “get
something done.” | admire people who don’t need to make excuses for being late or forgetting about a
meeting or engagement because they were “so busy.” The fact is, sometimes | hurry around so much
just so | don't have to see what is or isn’t happening in my life. Jesus said,

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons of God.

(1)Fisher, Johrl2 Steps for the Recovering Pharisee {like rBethany House Publishers, Copyright 2000, pg. 29
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PETECOST MOBILE

Make this craft as a reminder that
God’s Holy Spirit is all around you.

What you need:

* Tissue paper (red, yellow,
orange), torn into squares

* DPlastic transparency

* Craft glue

* Paintbrush

* Construction paper

* Black marker

» Wire hanger

* White copy paper

» Scissors

* Pencil

* Hole punch

* Fishing line

What you do:

1. Overlap tissue squares
as “flames” on the trans-
parency.

2. “Paint” glue (thinned with
water) over the squares.

3. Fold construction paper in
half. Write out Acts 2:4 at
the top, by the fold.

4. Poke the hanger through
the middle of the fold.

5. On the white paper, write
“Holy Spirit” in English,
Spanish (Espiritu Santo),
French (L’esprit Saint), etc.

6. Cut out a flame pattern
and trace it on the back
of the transparency.

7. Cut out flames and glue
the “Holy Spirit” names
on them.

8. Thread fishing line through
a hole atop each flame and
tie flames onto the hanger.

ACTS 2 TELLS ABOUT A SPECIAL DAY Z

WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT CAME TO THE DISCIPLES.

Use the clues below to complete the crossword puzzle.

1

2

il

Across
1. natural movement of air R R
4. to say something — —
5. refrain from work L] L]
7. place where God is
8. a combustion or burning that gives Down
light, heat and smoke 2. followers of Christ
9. part of mouth that can taste and lick 3. moved apart
10. the time between sunrise and sunset 6. quickly and unexpectedly
12. the day the Holy Spirit descended on 7. abuilding where people live
the disciples 11. vibrations that travel through the air
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