
this last week.  As I read it, it 

all seemed familiar and un-

surprising.  Joseph was 

wrongfully treated, but 

through being faithful and 

righteous was put in charge 

of all of Egypt.  And he 

helped save Egypt during a 

terrible famine.  All of that’s 

there and true.  But some-

thing that I have glazed over 

before stuck out to me this 

time in Genesis 47.  Joseph 

enslaved all of Egypt in the 

act of “saving them.”  Instead 

of giving them food that had 

been saved up during the 7 

good years, he sold it to 

them.  First he sold them 

food for money.  They ran out 

of money, so then he sold 

them food for their livestock.  

They ran out of livestock so 

he sold them food for their 

land and for their lives.  The 

people of Egypt were 

“owned” by Joseph.  Joseph 

doesn’t sound as good as I 

remembered.  In this part of 

the story he sounds manipu-

lative and conniving.  Joseph 

seemed like a good guy, the 

people praised his name for 

“saving them,” but on closer 

inspection I’m not sure if this 

     Don’t pumpkins grow on a 

vine?  That’s what I thought 

until we went out to the 

pumpkin patch at “P Bar 

Farms” by Weatherford.  

It’s an annual trip that 

our family makes just for 

fun.  They have some 

animals you can feed and 

pet, a corn maze you can 

get lost in, some fun stuff 

for little kids and of 

course a ride on a wagon be-

hind a tractor out to the 

pumpkin patch to pick the 

perfect pumpkin.  Our two 

girls have always had fun go-

ing out there and especially 

stopping at Braums on the 

way back for a little ice 

cream.  This year as we jos-

tled around behind the trac-

tor I saw no vines.  I saw lots 

of perfectly shaped pumpkins 

laying out in the field, but 

they weren’t attached to any-

thing!  Something’s fishy at 

the pumpkin patch.  The trac-

tor stopped and we jumped 

off.  Our girls wandered 

around excitedly pointing out 

different pumpkins.  Addison 

settled on a 20 pound pump-

kin of course, one of the big-

gest ones she could find.  I 

discreetly asked our tractor 

driver what was going on 

here?  Where were the vines?  

What kind of scam were they 

trying to pull on me?  He said 

it had just been too hot this 

summer and none of their 

pumpkins had grown.  They 

had to order them all in and 

simply set them out in the 

field.  It looked like a pump-

kin patch, it had the right 

name, it tricked my kids, but 

on closer inspection it wasn’t 

what I thought. 

     Many stories in the Bible 

turn out that way too.  I think 

I know the stories, but then 

after reading it again, maybe 

even for the 20th time I notice 

that it’s not quite what I 

thought.  It happened again 

with the story of Joseph just 
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is what I always thought? 

The Bible is full of stories that 

give us less than heroic charac-

ters.  It’s a book full of real peo-

ple that we can identify with, 

that’s what makes it so power-

ful.  It’s not just a book of amaz-

ing people of faith that inspire 

us, it’s also full of 

failures and sin-

ners that can 

teach us.  Is it 

okay that Joseph 

enslaved all of 

Egypt instead of 

just giving them 

free food?  Is it okay with you if 

Joseph wasn’t quite as right-

eous as you once 

thought?   

A Time to Share 
 
 “Whenever you get a 
blessing from God, give it back 
to him as a love gift. ... Offer 
the blessing back to him in a 
deliberate act of worship. If 
you hoard a thing for yourself, 
it will turn into spiritual dry 
rot, as the manna did when it 
was hoarded. God will never 
let you hold a spiritual thing 
for yourself; it has to be given 
back to him that he may make 
it a blessing to others.” 
—Oswald Chambers, My 
Utmost for His Highest 

be able to live in theis 

home, accessing the pro-

grams offered by Veronica’s 

Voice, as they strive toward 

full restoration. 

 

“When we gather the last 

Sunday of the month as a 

church on mission, I am re-

minded that what we are 

doing is as much an act of 

worship as singing songs 

and listening to a sermon 

inside a building,” said Paul 

Bartel, pastor of Watershed.  

“To serve with a group of 

others simultaneously re-

minds me that this is our 

community’s spiritual act of 

worship and compels me to 

love and serve Jesus in more 

meaningful ways through-

out the week.” 

 

Peanut Butter for Everyone! 

Paul and Amanda Bartel host-

ed their third annual Peanut 

Butter Barbeque (PBBBQ), and 

it was a sticky success!  Over 

70 people visited their back-

yard on Labor Day, sharing a 

delicious meal, and bringing 

over 200 jars of peanut butter 

and jelly to donate to Harvest-

ers, Kansas City’s only food 

bank, that serves more than 

620 nonprofit agencies.   

Watershed is a small com-

munity of people who have 

covenanted together on 

mission in our neighbor-

hood.  We are planting a 

church in Kansas City , Mis-

souri.   

In September, Watershed 

served with Veronica’s 

Voice, an organization fo-

cused on serving the victims 

of prostitution and the mis-

sional focus of another Vil-

lage.  Watershed members 

labored for the evening 

cleaning and updating 

rooms at the Magdalene 

Manor, a safe house for 

women leaving the life of 

prostitution.  Women will 

Don’t 

pumpkins 

grow on a 

vine? 

Church Planting Team 

Watershed Church 

1.816.361.6069 

www.watershedkc.com/ 

Paul & Amanda Bartel 
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“We will be having 

a Veteran’s Coffee 

on November 11 

at 10:00 in the 

Great Room at the 

Apartments.  You 

are all welcome to 

attend.” 

Happy Thanksgiving 

Fellowship Home News 

     This past month has 

been a busy one at the 

Fellowship Home and 

Apartments.  Some of 

you joined us for a trip to 

Oklahoma City to the 

Myriad Gardens, Cattle-

men’s Steakhouse, and 

the “Passages” exhibit.  

We had a wonderful 

time.  The Gardens were 

beautiful, the meal was 

great, and the exhibit 

was wonderful.  It was so 

neat to see the Bible in 

its very oldest forms and 

languages.  It made us all 

realize where our Bible 

came from and how pre-

cious it is. One of the 

things that was very 

touching was learning 

about the men and 

women who sacrificed 

their lives so that we 

could have the Bible 

translated in our every 

day language.  These 

people were criticized 

and even martyred for 

their faith and work on 

the Bible. I don’t think 

any of us will ever feel 

quite the same about our 

Bible again.  It truly 

helped us have more 

appreciation for the 

Scriptures.   

     We also had our Fall 

Festival on October 27.  

Our residents, their fami-

lies, and the community 

had a great time cele-

brating with Chicken en-

chiladas, entertainment, 

and games for the      

children.   

     We would like to 

thank the Jr. High and 

their sponsors for their 

hard work at the Apart-

ments on their Work 

Day.  They were a won-

derful group of kids and 

sponsors who worked so 

hard and made our 

grounds and building 

look so nice.  They are 

great window washers! 

Thanks again for a job 

well done.   May God 

bless you! 

     We will be having a 

Veteran’s Coffee on No-

vember 11 at 10:00 in 

the Great Room at the 

Apartments.  You are all 

welcome to attend. 

the table and wash the 

dishes and fall into bed 

exhausted when they 

could just as easily sit 

back and enjoy a ham-

burger or a pork sand-

wich.” 
—The Turkey 

“I have never under-

stood why anyone would 

roast the turkey and 

shuck the clams and crisp 

the croutons and shell 

the peas and candy the 

sweet potatoes and com-

pote the cranberries and 

bake the pies and clear 

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  

 

By LaDonna Pembrook 
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 Nov. 16  6:30—8 Wildside and MBY 

 MBY Sponsors @ noon 

 Nov. 20  Wildside Discipleship Group @MBY Building 

 Nov. 20  MBY Discipleship Group @Travis & Lisa’s 

 Nov. 23  No Wed. Night Activities 

 Nov. 24  Thanksgiving 

 Nov. 27  Wildside Discipleship Group @MBY Building 

 Nov. 27  MBY Discipleship Group @Travis & Lisa’s 

 Nov. 30, 6:30—8 Wildside and MBY 

with Jesus to God’s gift of eter-

nal life. As Paul wrote, we “have 

received a spirit of adoption ... 

we are children of God, and if 

children, then ... heirs of God 

and joint heirs with 

Christ” (Romans 8:15-17, 

NRSV). 

 When someone refers 

to my oldest son as my stepson, 

I’m momentarily taken aback; 

never do I think of him that 

way. Nor do we think of our 

boys as half-brothers. Though 

biologically half-siblings, legally 

and in terms of our parental 

love and responsibility, they’re 

full-fledged brothers because 

each is fully our child.  

 What a blessing, not 

only to have these boys as chil-

dren but also to receive, 

through them, a clear reminder 

of the right of all of us to “be 

called children of God; [for] 

that is what we are” (1 John 

3:1, NRSV). 

—Heidi Mann 

 My youngest sister was 

adopted, as were many of my 

childhood friends. When I mar-

ried a man with a son whose 

birth mother had died, I adopt-

ed the child. Later my husband 

and I had a son together. 

 We, too, have been 

adopted — by God. When God 

looks at us, he sees people who 

are as much his children as Je-

sus is. God loves us as he loves 

Jesus, and we are equal heirs 

A Spirit of Adoption 

You can 

contact Travis 

with questions 

at the office:          

227-4730, his 

cell:  744-1152, 

or email: 

travis@fairvie

wmb.com 

 Nov. 2  6:30—8 Wildside and MBY 

 Nov. 4  3:30 p.m. Wildside serves MCC meal 

 Nov. 6  Daylight Savings ends 

 Nov. 6  Wildside Sponsors @ noon 

 Nov. 6  Wildside Discipleship Group @MBY Building 

 Nov. 6  MBY Discipleship Group @Travis & Lisa’s 

 Nov. 9  6:30—8 Wildside and MBY 

 Nov. 11—13, SDYC 

 Nov. 13  Wildside Discipleship Group @MBY Building 

 Nov. 13  MBY Discipleship Group @Travis & Lisa’s 

November 2011 
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M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  

Kid’s ConnectionKid’s ConnectionKid’s Connection   



What’s Happening at Fairview MB... 

P A G E  6  

It is time 

for The 

Oklaho-

ma Men-

nonite 

Relief 

Sale.  We 

hope you 

are mak-

ing plans 

to bring 

your 

friends 

and family 

to Enid to enjoy the tradi-

tions of the Oklahoma Men-

nonite Relief sale this week-

end. 

     Your participation is still 

being solicited because many 

things go into 

making the sale 

a great event.   

     The Relief 

Sale is Novem-

ber 4 and 5 in 

Enid.  Friday night’s supper 

of pulled pork is followed by 

a concert by Simply Faith, a 

gospel trio from Enid.  

Booths will be selling food, 

noodles, jams, crafts, sau-

sage, and many other things.  

The highlight of Saturday is 

the quilt auction as the 

booths continue to offer 

good buys and great food!!  

We invite you to come en-

joy the sights, smells, and 

tastes of a great fund-raising 

effort to assist those in need. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

THURSDAY, NOV. 3 

6:30—7:30 p.m.  Sausage selling 

in the church parking lot  

(updated time!)  This is your 

chance to buy sausage in Fair-

view if you can’t make it to the 

sale.  $7/2 lb vacuum sealed pkg 

FRIDAY EVENING, NOV. 4 

4 p.m.  Some booths open 

5—7 p.m.  Smoked pork loin 

dinner $10.  Other food booths 

also open. 

6:30 p.m.  Music program 

7:30 p.m.  Craft auction 

6—9 p.m.  Open house and sale 

of priced items. 

SATURDAY, NOV. 5 

7—9:30 a.m.  Pancake & Sau-

sage Breakfast $6 

8 a.m.  All booths open for sale 

9 a.m.  Craft Auction begins 

11:30 a.m.  Quilt Auction begins 

12 noon “People’s Choice” quilt 

auctioned 

     “One day I read in the 10th chapter of Romans, ‘Faith 

cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.’ I 

had up to this time closed my Bible and prayed for faith. I 

now opened my Bible and began to study, and faith has 

been growing ever since.”  —D.L. Moody 

(crafts from 3rd-world 

countries) 

 Holiday Crafts 

 Wooden Crafts 

 Linens 

 Quilters Corner 

 Used Books 

 Ethnic Foods (to eat or 

carry home) 

Chisholm Trail Pavilion  

Garfield County Fair-

grounds 

Hwy 81 and Purdue, Enid, 

OK 

Craft and Food Booths 

 Ten Thousand Villages 

“Command 

them... to 

be generous 

and willing 

to share.”   

1 Timothy 6:18 

Admission and Parking are Free 

The Source 

“You are invited 

to attend the 

Oklahoma 

Mennonite Relief 

Sale.  This is an 

annual event 

sponsored by the 

Amish, Mennonite 

and Brethren in 

Christ churches in 

Oklahoma.” 

www.okreliefsale.com 
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“There shall be 

eternal summer 

in the grateful 

heart.” 
—Celia Thaxter 

Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1.  Addison Schmidt 

     Carl Bartel 

     Vernon Wichert 

3.  Jel Leslie 

     Ashtyn Wichert 

     Evan Eitzen 

4.  Jessica Wichert 

5.  KayDee Stafford 

     Landree Nauman 

     Jason Pritchard 

6.  Gin Bartel 

7.  Pauline Katzung 

8.  Shelley Nightengale 

     Trace Ramay 

9.  Jr. Regier 

10. Bryan Kroeker 

     Trevor Wichert 

     Seth Pritchard 

11.  Brian Hoffman 

     Angie McCue 

     Gavin Ewing 

12. Tyler Webb 

      Errol Leslie 

      Stella Jane Eitzen 

      Scott Neufeld 

      Carol Schmidt 

      Ashlee Bohnet 

      Tilly Bartel 

13. Karen Murphy 

      Timothy Regier 

14. Jeruel Leslie 

      Bud Wichert 

15. Lisa Schmidt 

      Hope Bowers 

16. Keith Whiteneck 

      Byron Baum 

17. Drew Sharp 

      Elda Martens 

      Leon Neufeld 

18. Wes Eitzen 

      Erland Martens 

      Kevin Wahl 

21. Eugene L. Janzen 

      Krista Ramay 

      YŀǘƘȅ wƻōƛǎƻƴ 

     Tyler Hurst 

22. Kenneth Eitzen 

     Brenda Neufeld 

23. Kari Robison 

      Gevona Wahl 

24. David Higbee 

      Rylee Rankin 

25. Travis Kliewer 

      Tammy Bowers 

26. Vernon Fast 

27. Leah Cushenbery 

      Dustin Norris 

28. Polly Kliewer 

      Rita Dick 

      LaVonda White 

29. Henry Martens 

      Whitly Norris 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

3.  Mr./Mrs. David Calwonsen 

7.  Mr./Mrs. Mike Pembrook 

11. Mr./Mrs. Ike Neufeld 

17. Mr./Mrs. Eli Kliewer 

18. Mr./Mrs. Shawn Burr 

      Mr./Mrs. Robert Wieler 

24. Mr./Mrs. Gene Eitzen 

      Mr./Mrs. Royce Karber 

27. Mr./Mrs. Marvin Martens 

      Mr./Mrs. Roger Eitzen 

M O N T H L Y  B E A C O N  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  Music Brd  7p AWANA Women’s  MCC Sale3— —4see p.6 

  Women’s  Bible Study Bible Study   

  Prayer 9:30a MBY/Wildsid 9:30a   

  WMS 9a Prayer Grp   Daylight Svgs 

  All Saints Day Choir Practice   Time Ends  

      tonight 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Message:  Women’s  AWANA Women’s  SD Youth Con- ference 

Keith   Prayer 9:30a Bible Study Bible Study  Collinsville  

Barkman   MBY/Wildsid 9:30a   

Deacon    Prayer Grp  Veterans Day  

Mtg 7p   Choir Practice    

       

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

Int’l Day of  Fellowship & Women’s  AWANA Women’s   Brian Welch 

Prayer Outreach 7p Prayer 9:30a Bible Study Bible Study  Arts & Ed 

Message: MOPS 6—8  MBY/Wildsid 9:30a  Bldg 7pm 

Reed James   Prayer Grp    

Trustees 7p   Choir Practice    

Small grps 6       

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

Msg: Rhoda Christian Ed Women’s  No Wed  Office Closed Office Closed  

Blough Meeting 7 pm Prayer 9:30a Night service    

Comm’y       

Thanksgvg       

Serv.       

       

27 28 29 30    

 Ladies Night Women’s  AWANA    

Msg: Lyn-

ford 

Out 7 pm Prayer 9:30a Bible Study    

Becker Elder Mtg 7p  MBY/Wildsid    

Small Grps   Prayer Grp    

   Choir Practice    

       

“Each of us has 

cause to think 

with deep 

gratitude of those 

who have lighted 

the flame within 

us.” 

—Albert 

Schweitzer 

National Bible 

Week, November 20-27, 

Daylight Savings ends  

November 6! 
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“Sandra 

explains 

biblical 

answers to 

the hopeless 

message so 

prevalent in  

the religion 

and 

culture.” 

for you.  There will most 
likely be more than one 
team going.   We will start 
organizing teams by No-
vember 1st and start 
working on airfare, so sign 
up soon! 

 

We are beginning to organ-
ize trips to Uganda for Feb-
ruary and/or March and a 
summer trip.  If you are in-
terested in going, there is a 
sign-up sheet on the cre-
denza.  You may sign up for 
the month that works best 

 
If you need 
more infor-
mation con-
tact Jodi Hurst 
at 749-0183 or 
email her at  
justin-jodi@sbcglobal.net. 

Uganda Mission Trips Being Planned 

Paul and Pam Hunter, Ugandan mis-

sionaries, visited our church on Octo-

ber 16. 

Sandra Fender, missionary to Thai-

land, was the visiting missionary at 

Fairview MB’s Harvest Mission’s Sun-

day, October 16.  She shared during 

adult Sunday school hour and also 

during the morning service.  Sandra 

talked about many fascinating stories 

and showed pictures about what is 

going on in the Thailand mission 

field. 

 

The dining hall committee prepared 

a delicious Thanksgiving dinner, and 

Sandra had an interactive children’s 

feature. 

 

The special offering goal was $44,000 

and was nearly met. 

 

Many good wishes and prayers go 

with Sandra as she prepares for an-

other term in Thailand. 

Fairview MB Celebrates Harvest Missions 

Sandra Fender had a children’s 

interactive feature. 

mailto:justin-jodi@sbcglobal.net


1600 East State Road 

Fairview, OK  73737 

Phone: 580-227-4730 

Fax: 580-227-4347 

E-mail: fairviewmb@fairviewmb.com 
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 Trent & Sheri Martens 

 Leon & Karen Neufeld 

 Terry & Debbie Ratzlaff 

 Keith and Debbie Whiteneck 

 Robert & JoAnn Wieler 

 

 

Fairview Mennonite 

Brethren Church 
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We’re on the web at:  

www.fairviewmb.com 

 

The psalmist’s all-

encompassing list is a 

good example of all the 

gifts of God we should 

gratefully acknowledge. 

Personalize this ancient 
prayer by pondering your 

own experiences of God’s 

forgiveness, healing, re-

demption, love, mercy and 

satisfaction of your daily 

needs.  

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits—  

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases,  

who redeems your life from the Pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,  

who satisfies you with good as long as you live 
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

    —Psalm 103:2-5, NRSV 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  


